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July 8, 2025

Councillor Saxe@toronto.ca

Councillor Dianne Saxe, Ward 11
Toronto City Hall,

100 Queen Street West

Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Dear Councillor Saxe:
Re: Queen’s Park North Community Feedback

We are asking that the City of Toronto consult with the community with respect to the
proposed renovations of Queen’s Park North with the generous $50M donation. There
has been no consultation or transparency to date, so the community has no idea what
the plans are or what arrangements are already in place. We expect that any major
development on public land would involve communicating and talking to residents, not
just donors and museums. Queen’s Park North is a treasured green space for the
densely occupied downtown neighbourhoods around the park, as well as visitors from
other areas of the City and beyond.

For the last 30 years, the Bay Cloverhill Community Association has advocated for a
great urban neighbourhood by working closely with residents and stakeholders. Our
vision is of a green, clean and safe community recognized for its exceptional quality of
life. We represent over 20,000 residents in the Yonge/College/Queen’s Park/Charles
neighbourhood in University Rosedale Ward 11 and Toronto Centre Ward 13.

We are a densely populated neighbourhood with over 25,000 residents per square
kilometer. According to Statistics Canada, our population grew by 68% between 2011 to
2021, with another estimated 11,000 future residents moving into developments that
have been approved or are in the planning process. About 10% of residents are dynamic
university students aged 20 to 24 years old. On the other end of the spectrum are the
20% of residents who are vulnerable seniors over 55 years old. The largest group of
residents are working adults between 25 and 54 years old, representing about 50% of
the entire population.

Resident Survey

Due to the lack of community involvement in the proposed renovations to Queen’s Park
North, the Bay Cloverhill Community Association asked residents of our neighbourhood
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and adjacent areas for their opinions on the project. People have expressed concern
about the potential commercialization of the park and the majority want to protect the
mature trees as part of maintaining/improving green space. We launched a survey on
May 1%t and have received 99 responses to date. A detailed outline of responses is
enclosed.

The key findings from the survey are:

1. Just over half of the respondents are from the Bay Cloverhill neighbourhood, with
the balance from 20 other areas/institutions.

2. The most popular activities currently in the park are ‘enjoy the trees, bushes, and
grass' followed closely by ‘sit/relax’.

3. Most residents want to see increased greenspace, with about half of respondents
choosing benches and washrooms.

4. About half of people would like to see charitable social events in the park, followed

by group social events and educational events. Over half are in support of

occasional programming e.g. quarterly. Scheduling of programming is most

popular on weekends and holidays.

There was no consensus about the formation of a private trust.

About two thirds of respondents are interested in consultation as part of the

“Friends of Queen’s Park”.

7. About half of respondents requested to be added to the Bay Cloverhill Community
Association mailing list.

o w

City Communications

According to the City’s website, community engagement is scheduled to start Summer
2025, as well as design development from Summer to Fall 2025, in preparation for a
report to City Council in Fall 2025. The project timelines are compressed and we are
concerned that the citizens of Toronto will have no input into the revitalization of the
‘People’s Park’.

The community would like some clarification on a statement on the City’s website, as the
individuals who were involved in the previous consultation from 2015 to 2019 do not
recall any findings of winter activation and cultural programming.

“In 2019, landscaping, lawn and pathway improvements were made to improve
the park. Community input during the 2015-2019 revitalization highlighted
priorities such as winter activation, tree protection, cultural programming,
horticultural displays, water features and washrooms. The upcoming project will
include these features and other improvements to better serve current and future
park visitors.”

We have records of the following findings:

“What we heard about our early thoughts concept plan:

1. Protect the unique beauty, open space, tree canopy and environmental
integrity of the Park— light touch ‘facelift’

2. Limit events and programmes to hard surfaces
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3. Support key components of the plan
4. Support for moratorium on monuments to preserve green space
5. Support for heritage value and telling the story.”

Would you kindly provide the reports that form the basis of the City’s website
comments?

Current Conditions

Queen’s Park North is a quiet space where residents and visitors can get a respite from
busy city life. At all times, it is well used for walking, exercising, meeting friends,
enjoying a picnic or break. The addition of the Museum TTC station secondary exit has
benefited residents with accessing the subway. The Edward VII statue, erected in 1969,
is a treasured monument to the community.

Maintenance could be improved, as is the case at most city parks. We assume the large
construction area at the north end of the park is related to the Museum TTC station
elevator construction and will be removed whenever that project is completed.

There is considerable concern the effect of large crowds and events on Queen’s Park
North. Due to damage to the park from huge crowds, a moratorium on large events was
put in place in 2014. Every year there are countless unscheduled protests and events,
such as an unauthorized all night rave during Nuit Blanche.

Summary

Queen’s Park was the first municipal park in Canada in 1860. Although the land belongs
to the University of Toronto, the 999 year lease to the City of Toronto allows the park to
be a valuable part of resident’s lives. The ability to enjoy greenspace in the middle of a
bustling city is a crucial part of mental health and maintaining social connections with
friends and family for everyone living in, or visiting, Toronto. The 2019 renovations in
the amount of $4,777,182 funded by development contributions was a project that
involved the community and resulted in a better space. There are certainly additional
improvements that can be made, such as repairing, replacing or reimagining the fountain
designed by prominent Torontonian J. Austin Floyd in 1957.

The residents deserve to have a say in what happens to Queen’s Park North.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Bay Cloverhill Community Association Executive

Christine Dingemans; President Mawitlyw Tait-McClellan, Treaswrer
Cathy Carnevaliy, Secretory Kathwyn Holden, Ex-Officio
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Enclosure

cc: Mayor Olivia Chow mayor chow@toronto.ca
Paul Farish, Director, Parks Planning & Strategic Initiatives,
Parks, Forestry & Recreation, City of Toronto Paul.Farish@toronto.ca
Nicole Swerhun, Managing Principal and Founder, Third Party Public Inc.
nicole@thirdpartypublic.ca
Christine Burke, Assistant Vice-President, University Planning, University of
Toronto christine.e.burke@utoronto.ca
Friends of Queen’s Park
MPP Jessica Bell, University Rosedale jbell-gp@ndp.on.ca
MPP Kristyn Wong Tam, Toronto Centre KWong-Tam-QP@ndp.on.ca
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